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The Bay Farm &  Flowers
By: Chelsea Welch and Morgan Wilkins - Horticulturists

Happy summer everyone! The heat has
created an explosion of color around the
course and both the pollinators and golfers
alike   are   loving   it!  We   thought   we   would 

explore a few more areas around the course
and compare them with historic photos from
the course opening.

This area's planting (above) has changed
several times throughout the years and we are
quite pleased with the latest edition. We used a
mix of deer “resistant” perennials and annuals
to show splashes of color in an area that is
viewed from all angles. We say deer resistant
loosely, as we apply Meat Meal in and around
the plants weekly to avoid munching. The
planting includes the perennials Starship
Scarlet,       Monarch’s       Velvet,      Thalictrum 

rochebrunianum, Erysimum ‘Bowles Mauve’
and Coreopsis grandiflora ‘Early Sunrise’. We
started the coreopsis from seed this spring,
and it’s been one of our favourites this year! It
bears masses of stunning yellow flowers that
bloomed early and are still going strong. For
annuals we used deep orange and red
marigolds, purple African daisies, Victoria Blue
salvia, and deep blue lobelia. The mix of colors
reminds of the stunning Cordova Bay sunrises! 

Coreopsis (yellow)

https://twitter.com/CordovaBay
https://www.facebook.com/cordovabay/
https://www.instagram.com/golfcordovabay/
http://www.cordovabaygolf.com/
https://www.cordovabaygolf.com/dining-events-and-weddings/
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Restaurant Back Entrance

Practice Putting Green Centre Display

#14 Washrooms 

In closing, we would like you to know that we very much appreciate all the compliments and
acknowledgements we receive on a daily basis. It makes our jobs so rewarding knowing that you are all

enjoying the gardens and course as much as we do! Cheers to a wonderful rest of the season!
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Pro-Spective
By: Nate Ollis - Teaching Professional, PGA of Canada

This will cost the manufacturers millions of
dollars in research and development to create a
new ‘Tour Ball’
Most amateur golfers love that they can play the
same equipment as their favourite tour player
What’s wrong with the ball going really far? That
makes the game fun and the pro game exciting
to watch
The equipment isn’t the issue. The ball is going
far because of how much more powerful and
athletic the players are

 Golf course properties are getting far too big to
accommodate how far the ball is being hit (more
water, more fertilizer, more consumption)

The USGA and the R&A sent the golf world into
frenzy and debate by proposing a ball rollback in
March 2023. This ‘rollback’ isn’t meant to take effect
until January of 2026, but all of golf’s major
stakeholders have had something to say. Before we
dive into any pros and cons, we need to define
exactly what ‘rollback’ means. In essence, the
governing bodies of golf are proposing that the golf
balls used in high level tournaments should fly
shorter than they currently do. The rollback would
be by roughly 5%, which means a driver shot that
would typically go 300 yards would then only go
approximately 285 yards. It’s also important to note
that this “Model Local Rule” means bifurcation of the
equipment rules for amateur and professional
players. One ball for the masses and one ball for the
pros. 

The vast majority of Golf’s Stakeholders have been
against the proposal thus far, with the main points of
contention being…

1.

2.

3.

4.

This has evolved into a very interesting debate, as
those for the rollback would argue…

1.

   2. The game would be better if Tour Players had  to
        hit longer approach shots into the greens
   3. There are a  lot of great golf courses that can no
        longer host tour events because they aren’t long
        enough

When we just look at the facts, you can see where
the USGA and R&A are coming from in terms of
overall distance at the top levels of the game. In 1997,
the average driving distance on the PGA Tour was
267.67 yards. In 2023, that number has grown to
299.8 yards, reflecting an average increase of 1.28
yards per season. At face value this doesn’t sound
like a lot, but the USGA and R&A are responsible for
the long-term health of the sport. They are thinking
another 30, 40, 50 years ahead and what the game
of golf is going to look like for future generations. 

If anyone is asking for my personal opinion, I’m not
too fussed about the ball being rolled back, although
my preference would be that they leave the ball
alone. The part with which I take issue is the idea of
bifurcating the equipment rules. The bifurcation is
going to create a huge grey area for elite amateurs,
college players, mini tour players, Open Qualifiers,
and many other competitive golfers who aren’t quite
at the very top of the game. What ball do those
players play? Do they play with the amateur ball for
80% of their tournaments and then have to adapt to
the limited ball for the other 20% of their
tournaments? This idea seems a little nonsensical to
me. If they’re going to roll the ball back, roll it back for
everyone. This creates a clean break and the whole
golf world will be adjusting together. It will no doubt
be frustrating to see our drives fly a little shorter and
having to play up a set of tees, but if it keeps the
game sustainable going forward, maybe it’s worth
the transition.

The Golf Ball Debate

https://twitter.com/CordovaBay
https://www.facebook.com/cordovabay/
https://www.instagram.com/golfcordovabay/
http://www.cordovabaygolf.com/
https://www.cordovabaygolf.com/dining-events-and-weddings/
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Penalty Areas at Cordova Bay
By: Brian Hann - Teaching Professional, PGA of Canada

When the Rules of Golf underwent a seriously major
revision in 2019, governing bodies re-invented the
water hazard and lateral water hazard, striking those
terms from the rule book. One of the reasons was to
allow for penalty allocation in places on the course
where there was, in fact, no water. This change was
also implemented for other practical reasons,
including place of play issues.

At Cordova Bay we don’t paint or stake the golf
course, with the exception being for elite-level
tournament play. Accordingly, we provide the
following explanation to aid in determining whether a
ball lies in a penalty area, or outside a penalty area:

Creeks, ponds, and all areas of the course where the
turf is not mown are penalty areas. ‘Not mown’ is
defined as all areas beyond the green, fairway, and
primary rough cuts. All penalty areas are to be
considered red with lateral relief available. The edges
of all penalty areas are defined by the (imaginary) line
between the mown areas and the tall grass.

Since all penalty areas at Cordova Bay are deemed
red margin areas, there are always three options to
take relief under Rule 17, under penalty of one stroke
no matter the option one chooses.

*Take note that (new for 2023) the rule makers have simplified the “back-on-the-line” relief option. The
illustration above shows the three options for proceeding under Rule 17.1d (red penalty area) and option 2
shows the relief area in a case where the player chooses “back-of-the-line” relief. As you can see, it’s one club
radius in any direction, even if the ball rolls nearer to the hole.
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Whether popping up from reeds in a marsh or a
branch in a thicket, the black mask and contrasting
yellow throat of a male Common Yellowthroat
(Geothlypis trichas) is hard to miss. His unique
appearance has led some to refer to him as the
“yellow bandit.” Similar to the males, females are
olive-brown along the back and wings and yellow
under the throat and tail. But, unlike the males, they
lack the distinctive black mask and white strip
around the face. If you can’t see them, their
distinctive “witchety-witchety-witchety-witchety” call
is a clear indicator that at least one is close by. Both
sexes are described as having rounded heads,
plump bodies, and medium length tails. As sizing
goes, they are very similar to Marsh Wrens (length 11-
13 cm, wingspan 15-19 cm, and weight 9-10 grams)

Birdies of the Bay
By: Bob Reese and John Costello - Birders & Photographers

They are most often found in bushy thickets, marshy
growths along ponds and streams, grasslands, and
on occasion in pine forests. In these habitats they like
to stay low in the vegetation foraging for small
insects such as spiders, beetles, grasshoppers,
dragonflies. mayflies, grubs, and moths. On occasion
they have been known to consume seeds, but they
are a very low percentage of their diet. Their range
extends from southern Canada to Central America. 

At the onset of the breeding season, the male might
initiate his courtship routine through a series of calls
while flicking his wings and tail. Should a female be in
close proximity, he most likely will attempt to impress
her with his 10-30-meter-high flight displays. In an
effort  to  keep  her  attention  he  will continue to sing
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and display as he lands close by. Throughout the
breeding season males will typically stay with one
mate. Females, on the other hand, have been known
to mate with other males in the absence of her
partner. This behaviour is most likely an adaptation to
assure some genetic diversity.

Unlike other wood warblers, their nesting
preferences include open marshes. After selecting
the site, the female will bear responsibility for building
a small open cup nest. Her materials will typically
include weeds, ferns, and small pieces of bark. Softer
materials such as young grasses, feathers, hair, and
other fine fibers will be used for the lining. The 3-5
eggs that are laid will be incubated solely by the
female. During the 12-day incubation period, the male
will provide her with food. Within 8-10 days of
hatching, the young will be ready to fledge. Although
once out of the nest they will continue to rely on the
parents for feedings. In a typical year the pair will
raise 2 broods.

In one of nature’s anomalies, Brown-headed
Cowbirds, in a practice known as brood parasitism,
will lay their eggs in another bird’s nest. Often times
the owners of the nest will not notice the difference in
the egg colour or size and will continue to incubate
the eggs along with their own. Unfortunately,
Cowbird eggs generally hatch first and therefore
their young gain the upper hand in the competition
for food and attention. Some birds, including
Common Yellowthroats, can at times notice
additions to their nests. When they do, they will either
destroy and remove the egg(s), abandon the nest, or
build a new nest on top of the current nest. 

Click the youtube link below to see how a female
robin deals with a cowbird's egg in her nest

While habitat loss through development has yet to
indicate a decline in Common Yellowthroat numbers,
there is continuing concern that similar to other
species the loss of habitat will at some point have an
effect on them.

Sure, bird watching can be an enjoyable hobby, but
can it change your brain? Apparently, some
neuroscientists are beginning to think there can be a
mental benefit from the activity. The following is from
the Spring 2023 issue of Audubon, “Yes, Birding
Does Change Your Brain”. 

If you are a beginner bird watcher, considering bird
watching as a hobby, or want to impress your golf
mates with your bird ID knowledge while out on the
course, click here to read about 9 bird watching tips
to consider.
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With little to no rain for the last two months, it’s
certainly been a long dry spell. This dry sunny
weather is great for golf and also pleasant to work in,
however, there are several challenges that come with
golf course maintenance during this drought. For the
months of June, July, and August, we have
assembled our largest team in history. We are thrilled
to have another great group of individuals for our
maintenance team this year to help with the dog
days of summer. This group includes ten students
that will be starting their first year of university or are
in the middle of their post secondary programs.
These students are an integral part of our team,
providing us with enough hands-on deck to prepare
the playing surfaces and gardens for everyone to
enjoy. 

Summer Maintenance Activities
By: Dean Piller - Superintendent 

Our horticulture programs have become a major part
of our identity here at Cordova Bay and this year is
no exception. Our Head Horticulturists Chelsea and
Morgan have some additional help this year with
three part-time staff. This summer team of five are
tending to our lovely gardens on both the Bay and
Ridge Courses. This past spring, 11 bunkers were
renovated on the course, which dramatically
improved the ease of maintaining them and playing
out of them. Throughout the summer months, our
course bunkers are fully raked every day. This daily
task takes approximately 4 hours and requires 3-4
people. Hand watering is next on the list for allocation
of required labour hours. Since the beginning of June,
3-4 staff members are out on hoses daily attempting  
to   even   out   moisture  levels   on   tees, 
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greens, fairways and surrounding areas. Without the
occasional help from Mother Nature, this is a
daunting task that is very labour intensive but our
team has done an admirable job of helping our
playing surfaces survive the summer heat stress. The
majority of our other tasks are focused on grooming

the course with mowers, rollers, and trimmers.
Roughly 50 hours of maintenance is done daily on
weekends and from Monday to Friday this number is
roughly 125 to 150 labour hours daily to maintain the
Bay and Ridge Courses.

The other day I spent some time reminiscing at
Willie’s Rock. Willie was the gentlemen that built this
special place over 30 years ago. Willie’s rock can be
found in the rough to the right of the third fairway
where  he  left  it  some  33  years  ago.  Willie  was an

Cordova Bay’s Anniversary was nearly 2 weeks ago
and a wonderful celebration was held on the driving
range for our members to enjoy. The weather that
evening was perfect and it was heart warming for me
to see so many smiles and people enjoying this
special place. The golf course is beautiful but for me
it is the terrific staff that I work with here each day
and the amazing membership at Cordova Bay that
makes this a place that I love to come to each day.
Thank you to each and everyone of you for being a
big part of such a special culture.

amazing person with the warmest smile, deepest
laugh and sincerest eyes. He was a master of his
craft and a real influence to me and my career at an
early age. He certainly left his mark on Cordova Bay
with his care and expertise and I will be forever
grateful for having the pleasure to work with him. 
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Wine Picks
By: Grant Soutar - Bill Mattick's Restaurant Manager & Sommelier 

Pietrame Terre di Chieti Pinot Grigio 
BCLDB: $14.99 (on sale for July at $11.99)

Clean and fresh with more than the one note citrus flavour of many pinot grigios. This wine has
good acidity with a blend of floral and ripe tropical fruit flavours. 

Enjoy with your summer bbq fare, steak, lamb, or chicken.

Looking for some straight forward, delicious Italian wines for patio season, that
won’t break the bank. Look no further than Cantina Tollo winery from Central
Italy.

The winery currently has three skus available in BC Liquor stores. Two are
under $15, the other is $26.99. Whichever you choose, these are all good
quality wines at great value.

Pietrame Edizione Limitata Montepulciano D’Abruzzo 
BCLDB: $14.99

This is a fantastic everyday drinking wine. Light and fresh with good acidity, aromas of violets,
spice and red fruit and a palate that refreshes with raspberry, red cherry, fresh herbs, and licorice.

A wonderful match with pasta as well as roasted and grilled meats and semi-mature cheeses.

Cantina Tollo Mo Montepulciano D’Abruzzo Riserva 
BCLDB: $26.99

If you are looking for a wine with a bit more refinement and a fuller body, this is the Tollo for you.
Smooth and elegant with intense dark fruit flavours, silky tannins, and a long spice finish.

Enjoy with your summer bbq’d meats, aged cheeses (cheddar, asiago, parmesan), meat lover’s
pizza.  
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Enjoy a unique and exclusive morning experience of fun and a truly exceptional round of
golf on the undisputed best course on Cordova Bay Road. 

 
Included: 

 
Continental Breakfast on the first tee

 

Range balls to warm up
 

18 holes of golf with power carts on a nearly empty golf course - only 24 players 
 

Gourmet al fresco 3 Course Lunch with Wine Pairings on our private 10th tee dining room
 

A Tee Gift - valued at $100+ (Hat, balls, glove, sundry other items)
 

Tee times available
10th tee - 7:15, 7:30 and 7:45

 

1st tee 7:15, 7:30 and 7:45
 

CLICK HERE to register

https://www.zeffy.com/en-CA/ticketing/83f7d6ba-e7e5-4286-a5da-29397e175c37

