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There are some new and exciting things going on 'upstairs'

Happy Hour Golf @ The Ridge
Monday - Thursday

Available for tee times between 3:00pm - 5:00pm from Monday - Thursday. The Ridge Happy hour includes
9 holes of golf and a post round beverage of your choosing for only $21 for public golfers or $18 for
Men's/Ladies Members and Player's Club members. Book your tee time today!

Ridge Patio Pairings
Friday - Sunday

This is a fantastic new option to enjoy the stunningly 
beautiful patio at the Ridge course. Patio pairings available
after 3:00 pm Friday, Saturday, and Sunday only.

Fridays feature a Charcuterie & Wine pairing for $20.
Saturdays feature a Flatbread Pizza & Beer pairing for $20.
Sundays are your day to create your pairing for $20.

Ridge News

Toptracer is always adding new challenges
for you to improve your game on the driving
range and the course. The newest edition is
called Toptracer30 that only requires 30
shots. This is a very easy way to assess and
track your golfing abilities as each one of
these 30 shots is a different scenario you
might find in a "real" round of golf! As you
progress through the 30 shots, the
Toptracer technology starts generating a
"performance handicap" that you can use to
measure how well you played those 30
shots compared to your actual handicap. Try
it out next time you utilize Toptracer! Find
more information below regarding the
Toptracer30 skill assessment.
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Well, our gamble paid off! Out of approximately
3 dozen plants, we only lost a couple. And the
rest are much bigger and blooming much
earlier than when we lifted the tubers. Our first
bloom was in June, when usually we’d have to
wait until late July for flowers. 

If you would like to try this method at home,
just ensure your beds are well-draining. Dahlia
tubers can handle cold, but not wet!

Cordova Bay Golf Course  |  Bill Mattick's Restaurant  |  info@cordovabaygolf.com

It’s finally feeling like summer! This time last
year we had encountered a massive heat wave
and were dealing with the effects on our plants.
This year has been a whole different ball game!
Many of our plants have been lagging and slow
to get growing but are finally coming along with
some proper sun and warmth. 

Despite the long, cool spring and harsh winter,
our dahlias are bigger than ever! Normally we
dig up the tubers every fall, clean, dry and store
them until planting in late spring. This process
is a lot of work and we do usually lose some
tubers to rot. Last year, we had left a couple
plants in the ground over winter, heavily
mulched. They grew back much bigger than
we’ve ever seen before and had 10 times as
many blooms! This year, we took a gamble and
left all tubers in well-draining beds in the
ground, mulched them heavily and hoped for
the best. 

 First Dahlia Bloom

Coreopsis Beetle

The Bay Farm &  Flowers
By: Chelsea Welch and Morgan Wilkins - Horticulturists

A common complaint we’ve been hearing after
the cool, wet spring is a higher number of slugs
than usual. To keep them from munching our
dahlias, we’ve removed all the lower leaves,
which also improves air flow and prevents rot.

Last year many dahlia growers in the area were
affected by the pesky Coreopsis Beetle. They
can devour plants at a devastating rate.
Unfortunately, these beetles are back again
this year. Be sure to check your plants daily
and remove and dispose of the beetles as you
see fit. 
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Mistakes players make when trying to improve
their golf game

There is not a golfer on the planet that doesn’t enjoy
playing well. We all have so much more fun when we
hit the ball long and straight and add up a score
which is lower than we have ever had before. But too
many golfers experience this feeling far too often.

There is a definitive process to follow in order to play
good golf and to consistently improve your scores.
There are also things I see golfers do that prevents
them from improving their golf game, here are the
common five.

1) Not understanding what changes need to be
made
The golf swing can be simple and complex at the
same time. Not knowing what moves cause certain
results is dangerous when you start to tinker with
parts of your swing. It can be a lot like a house of
cards – move the wrong card and the whole house
falls apart.

Quite often you will have a series on compensatory
motions combining within your swing to give you the
level of consistency you now enjoy. Knowing what to
change to give you the result you want is critical to
making improvement. If you take a haphazard
approach to this then you can expect erratic,
frustrating results.

Pro-Spective
By: Doug Mahovlic - Teaching Professional, PGA of Canada

2) Not working on the area that will yield the
greatest change in score
The main goal is not to have the prettiest golf swing
or to be the longest hitter in your group. It is to get
the ball in the hole in as few strokes as possible. I see
too many players working on hitting their driver
longer when improving their chipping and putting will
have a much greater effect on their scores.

Keep statistics from at least five rounds and track
fairways hit, greens in regulation, putts, and penalties,
green saves and sand saves. An effective and
inexpensive program to help you do this is use one
of the many on-line golf stat programs like “shot by
shot”. It allows you and your coach to track all the
important statistical categories as well as set goals in
each category. The area that needs the most
attention will be more obvious with the numbers in
front of you.
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You have a full-time job and a variety of other
commitments before you can even find time to
practice your new swing motion. Even small changes
will take time to be learned and then replace the old,
more ingrained swing patterns.

4) Expecting change to happen easily
There is a definite process to follow when changing
swing patterns. After only a few swings on the range
you simply will not be able to perform the new swing
consistently, under pressure. You must first learn
how to make the new swing motion and then work
through a series of practice sessions where the 
pressure and situation slowly becomes more like
what you experience on the golf course. Only after
completing such a process can you expect to
reproduce the new swing on the course.

5) Trying to do it on your own 
The best players in the world work with a coach.
They do this because they cannot see their own
swing, nor is their expertise in swing mechanics and
cause and effect of the golf swing. If the best players
in the world need assistance in playing to the best of
their ability, then you do too. Find a Canadian PGA
Professional who you can relate to and talk to them
about putting together a personal plan for improving
your golf game. Start this process today and you will
be on your way to consistently lowering your scores.

Now is your time to begin this process, your off
season. November through April is the best time to
start making changes, so you can enjoy your game
when the weather and the course help you play.

Keep statistics from at least five rounds and track
fairways hit, greens in regulation, putts, and penalties,
green saves and sand saves. An effective and
inexpensive program to help you do this is use one
of the many on-line golf stat programs like “shot by
shot”. It allows you and your coach to track all the
important statistical categories as well as set goals in
each category. The area that needs the most
attention will be more obvious with the numbers in
front of you.

3) Expecting change to happen quickly
You have worked very hard and had many, many
swings to get very good at repeating your current
swing. To expect that swing to change by simply
changing your swing thoughts and a few practice
swings is unrealistic. When Tiger Woods changed
swing coaches from Hank Haney to Sean Foley, it
took the greatest player of our generation two years
of working on the swing change every day, before he
won again.
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As with so many other bird species during breeding
season, the male Western Tanager’s (Piranga
Iudoviciana) bright yellow body, reddish crown, and
throat along with his blackish wings and tail makes
him pretty hard to miss. After the breeding season, a
male’s yellow will become more olive in appearance
and the red around his head muted.

In contrast, the female’s pale yellow, almost olive
tones, are more suited for camouflage. Like the male,
though, she has darker wings with 2 wing bars. In
some cases, she will have a slight reddish tint toward
the front portion of her face and crown.

Their typical breeding range stretches west from the
plains and from northern Mexico up to southeastern
Alaska. Of the five tanager species in North America,
the Western is the one that ventures the farthest
north. The foliage of their breeding habitats consists
mostly of mixed woodlands and areas of open
conifers. Their preference for spending much of their
time high in the tree tops can make them difficult to
find. A more likely time to see them is during
migration. During these periods they are more likely
to be found in lightly wooded areas and shrubbery
where they will be lower to the ground. Note: during 

Birdies of the Bay
By: Bob Reese and John Costello - Birders & Photographers

migration your best chance to see one on the course
would be in the wooded areas that are adjacent to
fairways. Their song, which is very similar to a robin’s,
is a giveaway to their presence.

Arriving as early as mid-May, the female will begin to
build a nest. Shortly afterwards she will lay 3-5 eggs,
which will hatch in about 13 days. Both parents will
care for and feed the young for the 11-15 days it takes
for them to fledge. It has been reported that the
young will often stay with the parents for an
additional 2 weeks.

During the late spring and summer months, the
abundance of their diet will consist of insects such as
ants, beetles and grasshoppers. When those
populations lessen, they will forage for fruits and
berries.

Those that breed in more northerly locations will
initiate their migration around August or September.
The ones that breed farther south will typically begin
migration a bit later. 
Their wintering range is reported to run from Costa
Rica north to the Baja region of Southern California
and south-central Mexico.
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Jacobsen Mower
By: Dean Piller - Superintendent 

We are excited and extremely grateful for a great new addition to our mowing fleet. We recently filmed with
Jacobsen about our new Eclipse 360 ELiTE and how it's impacted our work on the course. In addition, we
managed to pull the team from their already busy summer schedules to take our annual Maintenance Staff
photo.

To view the Jacobsen video, please click on the image below
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Brumont Chateau Montus Madiran, 2016, Southwest France
BCLDB: $39.99
Pairing: grilled rib eye steak, rack of lamb or game

If big and bold is your preference in a red wine, this one is for you.  From the
village of Madiran in the southwest corner of France comes its namesake
wine made primarily from the Tannat grape. 

Chateau Montus Madiran is a blend of Tannat and Cabernet Sauvignon
from 30yr old vines. Typical for tannat the palate is rich and smooth with a
mixture of dark cherry, plum and red fruit coulis. Complex and structured this
wine has power yet leads to a long finish with amazing elegance.   

Quinta da Lixa Escolha Bianca, Vinho Verde, Portugal
BCLDB: $17.99
Pairing: seafood, pasta in tomato sauce, or mango chicken on mixed greens

If you are a lover of Pinot Gris/Grigio this is a perfect alternative. Made from
the Alvarinho, Loureiro and Trajadura grapes this dry, complex, and
persistent white wine is intense and fruity on the nose with hints of tropical
fruits and a flowery character. On the palate it is well balanced with bright
acidity and a rich, smooth texture.  

May Wine Picks
By: Grant Soutar - Bill Mattick's Restaurant Manager & Sommelier 
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