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It seems that spring always brings an abundance of change to the golf
course.  Whether it's new varieties of flowers, improvements to the
course or a new coat of paint - change seems to be everywhere you
look. 

In our case, we think change is a good thing!  Some new colours added
to the gardens will liven up the property and the ongoing updates to our
restaurant, including a new waste reduction initiative discussed below,
will freshen up the restaurant. You'll even notice a few renovations
happening on the course to make a some of the holes more
approachable for the shorter hitter.  

All of these changes are to improve the overall experience of our
golfers from the moment you walk onto the property to the time you
leave the parking lot.  We hope you enjoy them as much as we do! 

FLOWERS OF THE BAY: Spring Colours
by Emily Richardson, Horticulturalist 

 

The bright spring colours that are a staple here in Victoria are slowly
making an appearance around the golf course. The lovely pink heathers,
flowering plums, cherries, and the different rhodos have really made the
property come to life over these last few weeks.

Although we are starting to see the colours of spring, May seems to truly
mark the turning point in our season. It seems like in one day, without
even noticing, trees are leafed out and gardens are full of new growth.
For the gardening team this means we can make the change from spring
cleaning to summer planting. Once the daffodils have finished their show,
the bulbs will be dug out and dried for next year. Later in the month the
clubhouse gardens will be tilled, amended with new soil and planted with
some old favourites and some colourful new varieties.

We seem to have a few staples here that always fare well over the
winter. The ornamental banana trees, for example, are growing like
crazy. You can spot their stalks in the garden outside the pro-shop
and the restaurant. Last year they grew to over 6 feet tall so by mid-
summer they will be hard to miss! And as always, the 18th pond will
be lined with a rainbow of dahlias.

Our new greenhouse is slowly emptying as we transplant seedlings out into the veggie garden.
Broccoli, cabbage, kale and leeks have all been set out and the root vegetables and greens have been
direct seeded into the ground. We have decided to dedicate some rows in our veggie garden to
experimenting with new cut flower varieties that we can use throughout the club house - zinnias,
strawflower, cosmos and a few other are sprinkled in with our food crops.
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New staff member Jacinda Chow has installed five orchard mason bee
boxes around the golf course. The mason bees (genus Osmia) are very
effective pollinators, usually a little smaller than a honeybee and typically
metallic blue or blue-black in color. They get their name from their habit of
nest-building, which is to seal off the cells where they lay their eggs with a
mortar-like application of mud. You'll notice their homes strategically
placed near the pear orchard on 13, the veggie garden and the plums
near 5. But don't worry, they are peaceful bees that don't sting or bite. 

There is still a lot of work ahead of us but if the sun is shining then the gardeners (and golfers!) will be
happy.

Emily RichardsonEmily Richardson
Horticulturalist

Keep Calm and Keep Up!
by Jim Goddard

Every year we ask how you think we're doing. It is an opportunity for
all of our customers and members to heap praise and make
suggestions. While we love the  compliments ... it is really the
criticism we are after. Your call for something to be done about pace
of play was heard loud and clear. While pace of play is an issue
throughout the golf world, we thought "why can't our effort to mitigate
slow play be unique and effective?". So, we are launching a new
initiative which we have branded 'KEEP CALM AND KEEP UP.' The
simple premise of our program is that we don't care how long it takes
you to play, as long as you keep up to the group in front. Seems
simple doesn't it? All we have to do is get the first group of the day
around the course in a reasonable time ... and that's it, we're done
for the day. If only!

Our commitment extends far beyond a catchy slogan and some fancy new duds for the marshals and
starters because, as you know, stuff happens on golf courses. Our job is to help you deal with it
without spoiling your fun, and without TIME CLOCKS.  So here is what we propose to do:
 

Daily marshal logs will be submitted to the pro shop. Groups falling more than a hole behind will
be identified along with points of contact, actions taken, results, and feedback
Monthly meetings will be scheduled with Marshals, Starters, and Pro Shop to discuss
successes and failures.  
On tournament days, Men's Nights, and  Ladies' Days a PACE OF PLAY REPORT CARDPACE OF PLAY REPORT CARD will
be distributed to the membership. It will indicate the recorded pace throughout the day and
identify out of position groups by tee time. This report will include anecdotal comments from the
course marshal regarding causes of slow down and suggestions on how we can all improve.
Groups that failed to either KEEP CALM or KEEP UP will be contacted directly noting their pace
of play and encouraging a dialogue with individual players as to how pace can be improved.

We will see how it goes.  In the meantime, keep calm!

Jim GoddardJim Goddard
Director of GolfDirector of Golf

PRO-SPECTIVE: Myth Busters - Putting
by Corey Lowe, PGA of Canada 

Putting is an interesting subject for most. Some have no problems with it and some own every putter
known to humankind. So why have companies come up with so many different putters? Beyond the
psychological effect of having a new putter, they do actually change a few things in your set up and
your putting stroke. I'm going to try and help out on the equipment side by busting a few popular myths
that are really no help at all.  

Mallet Putters are easier to Aim!Mallet Putters are easier to Aim!
Through testing, we have discovered that different putter heads will



cause the golfer to aim differently. Mallets, half mallets and blade
putters have different left and right aiming influences. One is not
necessarily easier to aim than the other, but one can be better suited
for a golfer based on their aiming tendencies, and eyes. This is a
hard one to do yourself because you can't see yourself aim. A
trained set of eyes will be able to determine where you aim and
which style of putter is best suited for you.

I'm short, I should cut down an old putter.I'm short, I should cut down an old putter.
Be careful when cutting down putters! When you buy a putter, the heads are specifically weighted to
match the length. The relationship between shaft length and club head weight causes the putter to have
a consistent swing weight whether the shaft length is 33", 34" or 35". When you take length off a putter,
it will feel lighter and has a lighter swing weight.

The ball rolls instantly off the face.The ball rolls instantly off the face.
Every time you hit a putt, the ball will skid for the first portion of the putt.
Check out this video of Rickie Fowler hitting a putt in ultra-slow motion. You
will notice two things, the ball definitely skids for the first portion of the putt,
and the ball gets slightly airborne through the stroke. This happens
intentionally. The putter has a small amount of loft (about 3-4* in the
modern era). When your ball sits on the green, it sits down ever so slightly.
The loft is designed to get the ball out of the slight depression and start the
roll faster!

Corey LoweCorey Lowe
PGA of Canada
corey.lowe@cordovabaygolf.comcorey.lowe@cordovabaygolf.com
www.cordovabaygolf.com/lessons

Pro Shop Update: Golf Bag Promotion
by George Ahara 

This is the perfect time of year to take a step back and assess your equipment for summer. Are your
shoes in tip top shape? Do you have your hats and sun block ready? How does your golf bag look? If
your bag is looking a little tired and worn out then you might be in the market for an upgrade. Let's face
it...looking the part is half the battle!

We offer a great selection of both carry and cart bags in the pro shop that will have you covered for
whatever you may need and whatever the conditions.

The Ogio Cirrus Cart BagThe Ogio Cirrus Cart Bag is Ogio's lightest weight cart bag. It is loaded
with pockets and is water resistant for the days you may get stuck in a
spring shower.  
 
The Callaway ORG 14 Cart BagThe Callaway ORG 14 Cart Bag is Callaway's best-selling cart bag.
This lightweight bag has a 14-way top to separate all your clubs with full
length dividers as well as water resistant fabric to keep your clubs dry in
a drizzle. 12 outer pockets make for easy storage when you're out on
the course.
 
The Titleist Cart BagThe Titleist Cart Bag is a classic. With a slim and lightweight design it's
easy to transport to and from the course while also keeping your clubs
in order while you're playing. This bag is also water resistant.

The Big Max Drilite Cart BagThe Big Max Drilite Cart Bag is an ultra-light cart bag. This bag is not
only water resistant but also has waterproof zippers for those who are
really committed to playing in the rain. This bag comes equipped with 14
dividers, a scorecard pocket and an insulated cooler zone.

The Ping Hoofer Carry Bag The Ping Hoofer Carry Bag has always been popular for a reason. It's
lightweight, has shoulder pads with cooling technology and all the
pockets you'll need to stay organized on the course. A great bag for the
committed walker!
 
The Titleist Carry BagThe Titleist Carry Bag has everything you'll need to carry your clubs out
on the course. It has a lightweight design with a performance stand
system, durable STADRY construction and convertible straps with
cushioning foam. New to this year's bags are a water bottle pocket and
seam-sealed waterproof zipper.

Since I know that golf bags are an integral part of your game, I have coaxed Lance into offering aSince I know that golf bags are an integral part of your game, I have coaxed Lance into offering a
month-long promotion for Maymonth-long promotion for May
 
With the purchase of your new bag you will be entitled to choose one of the following options:

 
1. A 20% Discount Off the The Bag's List Price
 
2. One Dozen Callaway Chrome Soft Golf Balls
 
3. A Waterproof Golf Bag Cover

 
The friendly staff in the pro shop look forward to finding you a great new golf bag for the season.

George AharaGeorge Ahara
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MAINTENANCE UPDATE:  Our Daily Routines
by Dean Piller, Superintendent

Temperatures have finally warmed up enough for our gardens and golf course to really pop. An
abundance of blossoms, the chorus of tree frogs every night, fresh new leaves on the trees and turf
grass vigor are a positive sign of that winter behind us.  The term 'Spring has Sprung' truly relates to
this surge in growth each year.   

I really enjoy this time of year as the different species of trees take their turn
leafing out.  The first to spring to life are the Plums, Willows, Maples and
Katsura trees.  Travel a short distance down the road to the Administrative
Office and you will see our version of Magnolia Lane, bursting forth with brilliant
flowers just in time for the Masters.  A few weeks later in May the Tulip trees,
Ginkgo and Lindens will leaf out followed by our Liquidamber or American
Sweet Gum. This transition to warmer temperatures and surge in growth
signifies the transition in our day-to-day maintenance activities.  Over the next
few weeks we will be able to put the finishing touches on our winter work and
start focusing on the daily grooming of the course to prepare the playing
surfaces for your enjoyment.  A quick look at what our daily routine includes
will shed some light on how we prepare our surfaces each day.

Our putting surfaces are prepared daily by either mowing or rolling and
sometimes both.  The factors affecting the decision on what procedure to
perform are driven primarily by turf grass growth and green speeds.  Our
target green speeds are between 10 and 11 feet on the stimp meter.
When we are within this target range a single procedure of walk mowing,
triplex mowing or rolling is all that is necessary.  During times that the
speeds fall below this target we may choose to cut and roll the greens to
achieve the desired speeds.  Course setup is also performed daily with
pin placements and tee markers moved each morning.  

Our tees, collars and approaches are groomed 3 days a week
during our in-season.  The collars and approaches are cut using a
riding triplex mower and our tees are cut with 3 to 4 people using
walking mowers.  We cut 9 fairways daily alternating between front
and back nine each morning and our bunkers are raked 5 to 7 days
a week, depending on labor availability.  We generally cut our rough
once a week, but the surge in growth we experience in our roughs at
this time of year is our greatest challenge as the excessive clippings
leads to untidiness throughout the course.  At times when clipping
yield is excessive we rely on large turbine blowers to help disperse
the clippings.

Following the day-to-day preparation of the playing surfaces each morning our crew transitions into
maintenance and detailing of all other areas.  This includes course trimming, weeding of the gardens,
work on the tree wells and ponds and a variety of other projects that we are able to undertake with
minimal interference with play.  There's never a shortage of things to do at this time of year and we will
certainly be very busy through May in preparation for quickly approaching summer.  

Dean PillerDean Piller
Superintendent

BILL MATTICK'S:  Doing Our Part
by Grant Soutar, Restaurant Manager

Great Britain has recently pledged to ban the sale of plastic straws and other single-use plastic
products to help combat the global issue of plastic waste and its impact on Oceans and wildlife. Britain's
Prime Minister, Theresa May, has also challenged other Commonwealth countries to follow suit.

Although a total ban in Canada is likely years away, we at Bill Mattick's
Restaurant recognize the impact of plastics on our environment and are
pledging to do our part in reducing these wastes. Some products such as stir
sticks and skewers already have viable alternatives in the marketplace made
from paper, bamboo and other woods. We will immediately begin the
replacement of plastics with biodegradable products wherever possible.

Unfortunately, straws do not currently have a truly practical alternative. Yes, there are biodegradable
options from paper or corn resins but they have not, as yet, proven themselves as legitimate
replacements. Reusable plastic, glass or metal straws are available, but we do not have efficient
methods for cleaning them. As soon as a reasonable option is available we will make the change.

We do still want to do our part now, so, effective immediately, Bill Mattick's
Restaurant will no longer automatically serve a straw with our beverages. For any
customer who needs or prefers to drink from a straw, we will continue to have
them available upon request. Please just indicate to your server or bartender that



 you would like a straw and we will happily supply one.

Plastics, including single use items, are a convenient, and sometimes vital part of our lives and we do
not for a minute believe they can be eliminated overnight. We do believe that every little bit counts and
would like to do our part in reducing their impact on our environment. We hope you will support us in our
efforts.

Mother's Day BrunchMother's Day Brunch
Join us on Sunday, May 13th for Bill Mattick's Mother's Day Brunch.  Reservations can be made by
phoning 250-658-4271. 
Click here to preview the menu.

Grant SoutarGrant Soutar
Restaurant Manager

CANADIAN ANTI-SPAM LEGISLATION
As of July 1, 2014 new legislation was put in place to combat spam marketing and email. 
Cordova Bay fully supports this legislation and wants to make sure all of our emails are sent to those
wishing to receive them. We hope you continue to read our newsletter, but if you wish to unsubscribe
we always provide this option in all of our communications. If you have any questions or concerns
please feel free to contact us at info@cordovabaygolf.com. 
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