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GOLF QUOTE
Happiness is a long walk

This past week we hosted our second annual Golf Week at Cordova
Bay Golf Course. This week featured events for golfers of all ages
and all skill levels.
We started the week with the RBC Scramble qualifier followed by the
RBC Charity Pro-Am benefiting the BC Cancer Foundation. Thanks to
the participants and title sponsor, RBC, we were able to raise $10,000
from this event and are well on our way to our goal of $14,000.

with a putter.

Greg Norman

Bill Mattick's
9 & Dine &
Wine
Every Saturday through to
September 29th, enjoy a
complimentary glass of
wine with your 9&Dine.

Tuesday brought all the Ladies to the club with another successful
Member Guest event followed by the World Senior's Putting
Competition and Neighbourhood get-together on Wednesday. Our
Men's Night Shotgun took place on Thursday afternoon followed by a
good night's rest to get ready for the Juniorpalooza on Friday. We had
a whopping 100 juniors attend the Juniorpalooza at the Ridge for a day
filled with bouncy castles, golf and games. Talk about a great day for
junior golf!
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2018 Golf Week, we
look forward to seeing you again next year!

FLOWERS OF THE BAY: Ladybugs
by Emily Peltier, Horticulturalist

The sun is finally out and the gardens are looking great with the
annual beds in full bloom.
We are always busy working in the gardens; from regular tasks like
weeding and applying mulch to unique jobs like harvesting veggies
or even releasing ladybugs!
We recently released 35,000 ladybugs into the gardens to combat
seasonal pests, specifically aphids. Aphids are a common garden
pest found on ornamental flowers and vegetables that can have a
detrimental effect on the plants. Luckily for us, a ladybug can eat
up to 50 aphids a day! Using them to combat aphids is a natural
and biological way to control a pest problem. Hopefully the
ladybugs will establish a population here or at least stay long
enough to lunch on some pests.

On July 13th we will be hosting a Member's tour of the clubhouse gardens and a walk to the
vegetable garden. Information can be found on our website and in our weekly member's emails.

Emily Peltier
Horticulturalist

PRO-SPECTIVE: Pitch Perfect
by Brian Hann, PGA of Canada

"Pitch shots are the toughest in golf because you have to learn to hit them all different distances, at
different trajectories."
The late Moe Norman
With the power game displayed on the PGA Tour week to week we
see fewer pitch shots into greens each year. The finesse players of
yesteryear have been squeezed out and the premium has shifted to
power players on the longer courses. Many of today's players reach
par 5's in two shots on a regular basis. When tour players miss a
green they are typically faced with a short shot of less than 30
yards. Many of those shots are wee chips, some are flop shots and
some are greenside bunker blasts.... not many pitch shots.

Meanwhile, regular Joes and Joannes haven't seen their distance grow in leaps and bounds.
Therefore, pitching remains a critical piece for those who want to see their game go to another level.
To define, the pitch is a smaller version of a full swing. The scale is from north of approximately 30
yards to a top end of somewhere south of your full swing sand wedge distance. Surprising to many, I
don't know of one good player who uses a pitching wedge for pitching on a regular basis. They use a
sand wedge predominantly because of the greater loft angle. The extra loft affects both greater
backspin and a higher flight apex, thus increased stopping power upon landing. That's important on
most pitch shots and vital on front hole locations where that stopping power will keep your pitch in
close proximity to the flagstick.
The coach in me wants to challenge you to raise your game and
raise your standard. My observation is that many people tend to be
satisfied with a pitch shot that feels good coming off the clubface
and gets them on the green. Is that your general standard? As I see
it, pitching presents a scoring opportunity. For most, pitching
represents about 7% - 10% of the shots you will play in a round of
golf. Combine that with putting (around 40%) and you're at almost
half of all shots played. Excellence in pitching will shave strokes off
your card as you're likely to see between five and ten of these
opportunities every time you play golf. The payoff from great
pitching is that you will be within range for a reasonable chance for a
one-putt. Convert on a percentage of those chances and your
scoring average comes down.

Brian Hann
PGA of Canada
brian. hann@c ordov abay golf . c om
www.cordovabaygolf.com/lessons

Pro Shop Update: Sun Protection Hats
by George Ahara

In keeping with our summer theme of sun protection, this month we will be focusing on the variety of
Sun Protection hats we have available in the pro shop.
Wallaroo Hat s
Wallaroo is a brand that offers fashionable and functional hats.
These hats make you look and feel great while providing
maximum sun protection with a UPF rating of 50+
Not only are these hats great for golfing or gardening, but they are
perfect for travelling. They are designed to easily roll up into your
suitcase, purse, or backpack to help make traveling hassle free.
Once taken out of your bag they will bounce back to their original
shape.
Niv o Hat s
If you're looking for a stylish yet practical sun hat, then a Nivo Hat
is for you.
These hats come with a Velcro adjustment tab at the back and
removable inner sweat band to keep you looking stylish and
feeling comfortable.
Nivo hats are manufactured from polyester material that looks
great while still protecting you from the sun.
Our pro shop has a large selection of both products for you to review and try on. If you're unsure of a
style make sure to ask one of our staff members for their opinion, they'll be happy to help!
If you're looking for a more traditional golf look, we also stock a vast selection of standard caps and
visors from various manufacturers.
Now that your noggin is protected from the sun, don't forget that the rest of you is not! Remember to
always use your sunscreen while out on the golf course, playing while sunburnt is nothing short of
uncomfortable.

George Ahara

MAINTENANCE UPDATE: Drone Usage
by Dean Piller, Superintendent

It is no surprise that the summer months are tough
on our turf. This stretch of time from May to
September brings a high UV index, prolonged
periods without rain and high temperatures which all
add to the stress that our turf experiences. In
addition to these abiotic stresses, tree roots and
tree canopies compete against the turfgrass for the
water that is in the soil profile.

The use of drones has become an integral part of our
surveillance system to monitor the overall health of the
turfgrass, especially during the months of higher
temperatures. The drone is another set of eyes that can

record the success of our winter programs, along with
some of the shortcomings of our root pruning and
fertilizer initiatives. Using this information we can
reassess and improve our programs moving forward.
Photos from as high as 500-1,000 feet clearly illustrate
the areas that are lacking sprinkler coverage, as well as
the area that are affected by the tree root systems.

Our plan throughout the summer is to have the drone flying weekly so we can evaluate the progress
of our programs and compare them to the previous summers.

Dean Piller
Superintendent

BILL MATTICK'S: Chenin Blanc
by Grant Soutar, Restaurant Manager

Chenin blanc may be the most versatile wine grape in the world. Unfortunately, it is also one of the
least known by the North American wine drinker. This versatile grape is often known as Pineau or
Pineau de Loire in its native Loire Valley, France, and as Steen in South Africa, where it is the most
planted grape variety.
No matter the name, chenin is used to make wine of every style. Its
natural high acidity allows it to produce everything from bright sparkling
wines and dry still wines, to well balanced and long-lived sweet wines.
It is also used in oak-aged options that can be a great substitute for
chardonnay.
Though planted in small amounts worldwide, chenin is a primary
variety in the Loire and South Africa. In the Loire, chenin is made in a
variety of styles throughout the area's sub-regions. Savennieres
produces mostly dry, still wine. Sweet dessert wines, produced from
old vine late harvested noble rot grapes, can be found from
Bonnezeaux, Quarts de Chaumes and Coteaux de Layon. Sparkling
wine from Cremant de Loire is made in white and rose styles and is
anywhere from fully dry to semi-sweet. Other Loire regions such as
Anjou, Vouvray and Saumur produce quality options from a wide
range of sweetness levels.
Noble rot grapes
In South Africa, although there has been a switch to more red styles in the past 20 years, chenin
(steen) is still the highest planted variety at around 50%. The warmer climate, in comparison to the
Loire, allows for full ripening in essentially every vintage. Using this grape, South African wine
makers produce both dry and off-dry styles. Traditionally, dry wines have been blended with
Sauvignon Blanc to produce zippy, fresh wines. With off-dry styles, chenin is blended with other
historically French grapes like Marsanne, Viognier and Semillon, and the blending will produce a rich,
full and oak-aged style with a touch of sweetness.
For years South African wine makers had used chenin as their high volume,
lower quality table wine. This tended to give chenin a bad name until a group
of winemakers decided to take on the task of producing quality wine from
predominantly old-vine chenin grapes.
One of these winemakers was Ken Forrester, which leads me to my wine pick
for this month.
Ken Forrester Old Vine Res Stellenbosch, 2016
Golden in colour this full bodied wine is wonderful balance
of mineral, acidity and fruit with well integrated oak and vanilla
notes. The wine is oak aged for 9 months on lees imparting flavours
of caramel, honey and buttered toast. A terrific example of chenin in
a full bodied, dry style this wine is fantastic value at $21.99.
I have used this wine for past wine pairing dinners with great success. It
pairs well with seafood in rich or butter sauces, soft ripe cheeses or pasta in
cream sauce.
Unfortunately, in the time since I finished writing this article, BC Liquor
Stores have sold out of the Ken Forrester Chenin Blanc. The only one left in
Victoria may be in my home fridge! I wanted to leave the Forrester in the

article because it truly is a great wine (at a great value) and hopefully it will
be available again soon.

As an interim substitute I would highly recommend the 2016 Bernard Series, Old
Vine Chenin Blanc from another South African winemaker, Bellingham. Slightly
higher in price at $26.49 this is also a good example of South African Chenin.
See the winery tasting notes below.
The grapes used to make this wine come from four exceptional Chenin
Blanc vineyards with an average age of 40 years. The nose is buttery
and creamy with hints of baked pineapple and green melon. On the
palate there is pear, vanilla, honey, toasty oak, lifted citrus, and a
velvety smooth texture that ends in a lasting caramel apple finish.
If you are interested in giving it a try, we are featuring the Bellingham this month
on our "by the glass" menu.

Whether from the Loire Valley, South Africa or any other wine regions, Chenin Blanc is a versatile
grape that can produce incredible results. If you are looking for something new, I highly recommend
giving Chenin a try.

J uly Wine Dinner
Join us on July 14th for Bill Mattick's wine pairing dinner. This month will feature food and wine that
are historically from the same location.
Clic k here f or more det ails and regis t rat ion.

Grant Soutar
Restaurant Manager

CANADIAN ANTI-SPAM LEGISLATION
As of July 1, 2014 new legislation was put in place to combat spam marketing and email.
Cordova Bay fully supports this legislation and wants to make sure all of our emails are sent to those
wishing to receive them. We hope you continue to read our newsletter, but if you wish to unsubscribe
we always provide this option in all of our communications. If you have any questions or concerns
please feel free to contact us at info@cordovabaygolf.com.
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