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Spring has sprung!Spr ing has sprung!

It's finally that time of year when the birds start chirping, the flowers are
blooming and the course is buzzing.    

We have a lot of exciting programs for both members and guests
coming up this season, including the start of our Summer League,
Ladies Day, and Men's Nights.  If you've yet to sign up for our Summer
League, you can do so by clicking here. 

Make sure you check back with us next month for information
regarding our 2nd annual Cordova Bay Golf Week which will feature the
BC Cancer Foundation Pro Am Fundraiser, presented by RBC, all
happening in June.  The event will be your opportunity to play with a
local pro while supporting a fantastic cause.  

We look forward to seeing you at the course throughout the golf season
here at Cordova Bay. 

FLOWERS OF THE BAY: Our New Greenhouse
by Emily Richardson, Horticulturalist 

 

There's something about spring that makes me impatient. When will the weather finally commit to a full
sunny day? I don't mind rainy days, and I don't mind cold days, but it's the "four-seasons-in-one-day"
days that really test my nerves. I have no doubt that every gardener is anxious to get outside and start
work in their garden. After carefully planning and waiting through the winter months it is so tempting to
push the limits of acceptable planting dates! Luckily, with the installation of a new greenhouse, our
gardening team will be able to extend our growing season by gardening indoors.

You might have spotted the greenhouse across the pond from the 18th
fairway. This heavy duty, 14'x20' greenhouse is a permanent addition to
the property. The installation was a significant undertaking but it has
already become an invaluable part of our gardening program. From seed
starting and propagation, to hot-house growing and overwintering. The
greenhouse will improve all areas of our gardening program, specifically
our veggie growing capabilities.

Before the greenhouse arrived the site was first excavated to remove
bamboo, willow and other plants that had naturalized along the bank. This
new clearing created a beautiful view of the pond from our lunchroom and
Dean's office! The pad was then built back up, drain lines were installed
and then it was all carefully leveled. The perimeter of the greenhouse
was laid with brick pavers and the interior floor space filled with pea-
gravel. At 280 square feet the space is large enough to accommodate a
variety of needs while accounting for continual growth of our gardening
program.

The structure itself is a German engineered kit that required 4 pairs of
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hands to install. It is an aluminum frame glazed with triple-wall 16mm
polycarbonate. Hopefully this means it will withstand any rogue range
balls or errant tee shots from 18! The space is equipped with a heater
for cooler nights and a fan and venting system for hot summer days.

 

This project was a true indicator of the varied skills and capabilities of
our maintenance team. Almost every member of our team contributed
to the preparation and construction of the greenhouse. I'm so excited
about the new possibilities that are ahead of us and so grateful to my
team for helping to make it possible.

Emily RichardsonEmily Richardson
Horticulturalist

The Foursome
by Jim Goddard

The very best part of my job is the fact that I get to bear witness to the foursome.
Four golfers who week after week, at the same time, meet for hours of companionship, competition,
exercise, good natured ribbing, and oh yes, they play a bit of golf as well.

Some Cordova Bay foursomes have held together steadfastly
for 20 years or more. Their bonds are strong, so strong that
missing a weekly game had better come with a reasonable
excuse, such as "my daughter refused to get married in the
afternoon" ... or "I can't wait another 8 months for hip surgery".

It is my privilege to be a very small part of these interactions. I
am inspired each and every week to greet members of the
foursome. Inspired by their commitments to each other, the
game of golf, the walk, the fresh air, the foursome stays forever
young at heart.

Jim GoddardJim Goddard
Director of GolfDirector of Golf

PRO-SPECTIVE: Rules Adjustments
by Brian Hann, PGA of Canada 

Since 2012, golf's major governing bodies (USGA and R&A) have been
working hard to modernize the worldwide rules of golf. These rules will
be implemented in 2019, with an educational ramp-up starting now. The
main focus of these rules changes has been to ensure that the Rules
are easier to understand and apply for all golfers and to make the game
more attractive and accessible for newcomers. As a club professional
who first completed an extensive Rules seminar in 1985 I applaud the
efforts to simplify Rules that are inherently complex due to the playing
field.

The most significant adjustments made following review of the feedback received from golfers around
the world include:

Dropping procedure: When taking relief (from an abnormal course condition or penalty area, for
example), golfers will now drop from knee height. This will ensure consistency and simplicity in
the dropping process while also preserving the randomness of the drop. (Key change: the
proposed Rules released in 2017 suggested dropping from any height).

Relaxed putting green rules: There will be no penalty if a ball played from the putting green hits
an unattended flagstick in the hole; players may putt without having the flagstick attended or
removed.

Removing the penalty for a double hit:  The penalty stroke for accidentally striking the ball more
than once in the course of a stroke has been removed. Golfers will simply count the one stroke
they made to strike the ball.  (Key change: the proposed Rules released in 2017 included the
existing one-stroke penalty).

Balls Lost or Out of Bounds: Alternative to Stroke and Distance:  A new Local Rule will now be
available in January 2019, permitting committees to allow golfers the option to drop the ball in the
vicinity of where the ball is lost or out of bounds (including the nearest fairway area), under a
two-stroke penalty. It addresses concerns raised at the club level about the negative impact on
pace of play when a player is required to go back under stroke and distance. The Local Rule is

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dQGEKsDb_kFIYxicgVZjxAsZtmECxP_Rntej2P9D-wFcd6yKg94bzndT21XJYctzgWM0HAs88nGMdPXs3Td5G9m6121SU_p3epAvevlpv6FBi30drAwpZYeFktxJpEDKFZThyPPPGK8rjWR9uSx-QOD3mviQIC6HhE4ugR_rZE0=&c=&ch=


not intended for higher levels of play, such as professional or elite level competitions. (Key
change:  this is a new addition to support pace of play)

Here's my take on these four changes:

1.  Dropping procedure:
The current procedure for dropping when taking relief is to stand tall
and drop from shoulder height at arm's length. By allowing people to
drop from knee height the Rules committee at a tournament will
avoid the uncomfortable scenario whereby they have to penalize
someone for taking a new ball out of their bag and casually
dropping the ball on the ground. Bravo!

2.  Relaxed putting green rules:
Any time the R&A and the USGA use the word relaxed in print we all
win. There was never any good reason to penalize anyone for hitting
an unattended flagstick with their putt. Why? Because there is no
significant measurable advantage to having the flagstick in the hole.
One golf magazine article I recall reading as a youngster revealed that
in one study there was a 51%/49% argument for keeping the flagstick
in for a greenside chip shot. There's no reason that would be any
different for a putt. It's about time this rule changed, and it will also help
pace of play.

3.  Removing the penalty for a double-hit
I thought this was a ridiculous Rule when I learned of it, and when I watched T.C. Chen get
penalized in the 1985 U.S. Open. 34 years later, this Rule will finally be GONE!

4.  Balls lost or out-of-bounds: Alternative Stoke and Distance
The current procedure when a player learns that their ball trickled out-of-bounds (and no
provisional ball had been played) is for the player to run back to where they last played from. That
takes time, energy, and it's embarrassing. This is a great new Local Rule option for tournament
committees!

There are many other major Rule changes in store for 2019. This significant shift has been well thought
out, and I'm excited to see the effects of these changes. 

www.randa.org for details and videos outlining the changes.

Brian HannBrian Hann
PGA of Canada
brian.hann@cordovabaygolf.combrian.hann@cordovabaygolf.com
www.cordovabaygolf.com/lessons

Pro Shop Update: Build your Game from the
Ground up
by George Ahara 

Footwear with both fashion and function have arrived in your Pro Shop at Cordova Bay!

We are excited to add both Adidas and Skechers shoes to our existing FootJoy line up for the coming
season. It's time to swing by and have a look at getting outfitted for the spring season. A reminder to all
of our Ladies' Club, Men's Club, and Player's Club members that you will receive a 10% discount on
your footwear purchases throughout the season.

Highlights in the Men's CollectionHighlights in the Men's Collection

FootJoy Pro SLFootJoy Pro SL -This is the current leader in both fashion and function
from FootJoy. Supporting a 2-year waterproof warranty, classic styling,
and lightweight soft spike sole this shoe ticks every box. This model also
has a strong presence on the PGA Tour where players demand the most
in performance and comfort. For those who are nostalgic, this is the
modern version of the Dry Joy shoe that was a staple for almost all of us
at one point in time. FootJoy PRO SL, notably worn by Adam Scott, Lee
Westwood, and Chad Campbell

Skechers ApproachSkechers Approach - Wider foot? This is a perfect place to start. The
Skechers line up offers extreme comfort and lots of room for your toes to
wiggle, an essential part of your pre-shot routine. The Approach shoe is
lightweight with extra cushioning for comfort while still offering a 1-year
waterproof protection via the H2GO system. Matt Kuchar dances in them!

Adidas BoostAdidas Boost - These are cool! Lightweight athletic style footwear from a
leader in the industry. The Adipower Boost 3 is a sporty shoe while being
supported with a 1-year waterproof warranty. You will want to slip this on
and feel the response from the proprietary 'Bounce Foam' that Adidas has
incorporated into its running shoe line. Adidas shoes notably worn by
Sergio and DJ.

Highlights from the Women's CollectionHighlights from the Women's Collection

Go Golf Elite AdjustGo Golf Elite Adjust - This Skechers line for ladies is not new to us at
Cordova Bay. What is new, are a few more styles to round out the lineup.
Many of you will know the comfort of Skechers from your off-course
wardrobe. The Adjust model (one of 4 we will carry) offers a leather upper,
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additional cushioning throughout, and the support of a 1-year waterproof
warranty. Skechers is the shoe of choice for Brooke Henderson.

Adidas Adipure DCAdidas Adipure DC - Classic comfort with great style. As we all know Adidas
is a leader in the athletic footwear business and they have provided their
successes in fit and performance to the entire ladies' line, specifically this
model. If you are looking for something a little more summery or sporty, we
have that too! Whether you are looking for classic or sporty, make a point of
checking out the Adidas women's lineup.

FootJoy LeisureFootJoy Leisure - Breathable, spikeless, and most of all perfect for
your summer golf at Cordova Bay. We have the leisure shoe available
in a couple of colour combinations. These will be perfect to put on at
home and you will be set for the whole day. This lightweight casual
shoe sports a 1-year waterproof warranty.

George AharaGeorge Ahara

MAINTENANCE UPDATE:  
This year's Maintenance Team
by Dean Piller, Superintendent

After last year's harsh winter we have been very fortunate to have had such mild weather over the past
few months. This mild winter has given our maintenance crew the opportunity to complete their many
winter maintenance projects. Completing all of these projects is only possible with a skilled and talented
group of people. This article will introduce you to our 2018 Maintenance team and extend well wishes to
some of our team that have moved on to new positions at other golf courses.

Before I introduce our new employees, I think it is important to
acknowledge our tremendous core staff members. Ken Youell is our
primary fairway mower and has been working here since before the
course opened in 1991. Brian Croke is another long-time staff member
who we refer to as our very own Yoda. Nick Parry, affectionately
known as Furdinski, runs our sand bottle and fairway divot program.
Our two Assistant Superintendents, Paul Davey and Max Mackenzie,
both bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to their positions. We
are very fortunate to have two extremely talented Mechanics - Taylor
Brass, who has been with us since 2005, and Bev Lichty, who joined
our team last January. Between the two of them our equipment fleet is
in very competent hands.

Pat Deme, who joined us in 2014 from the Fairmont Banff Springs Golf Course, is our irrigation
specialist. Thanks to his hard work our irrigation system is in fantastic condition which will be
instrumental in achieving great playing conditions this summer.  

Marc Debras, who joined us last January, is an expert with excavation equipment. This has allowed us
to dig into bunker renovations, new tee construction and major drainage projects. Marc and Pat have
just completed the bunker renovation at 9 green with many others scheduled for renovation in the
coming weeks.

Our Horticulture team is led by the very talented Emily Richardson
who is entering her fifth season with us. Emily works hard at
keeping the vegetable garden full and the property looking beautiful.

Now that we have covered our core staff, let's welcome our many
new and valuable maintenance crew members.

Jacinda Chow recently joined Emily as her First Assistant - Jacinda
has a degree in biotechnology and has already made a positive
impact on our operation. In addition, I am happy to welcome Morgan
Wilkins to our horticulture department. Morgan has a Certificate in
Organic food production along with florist and greenhouse
experience. Shanna Jameson will be returning next month from
maternity leave; Shanna has a wealth of experience in most
aspects of golf course maintenance and gardening, so she will be
very helpful on the golf course and in the gardens again this year.

Robbie Steele has joined our team as a resident tree expert. Robbie will be working with Brandon Welch
over the next month as we continue to work on our tree inventory with pruning, root pruning, and tree
well work. Robbie is an ISA Certified Arborist with a wealth of experience in tree care and arboriculture.

Another great addition to our crew is Dave Morgan. Dave has experience working at six different golf
courses before joining us at Cordova Bay. This will allow him to work in many different areas
throughout the season.

Brennig Prevost is returning to us for his third summer. Brennig is a student at UVIC and has played on



the U18 National Rugby team. Matt Hammond joined us back in September after completing his Sports
Management program at Camosun and will continue to work with us throughout the summer. Liam
McManaman, also a student at UVIC round out our great group of summer staff.

We are very fortunate that our crew also includes a great group of
semi-retired staff that are an important part of our early morning
course preparation and rough mowing. Rob Ferguson is our
primary large rough area mower and secondary fairway mower and
has been with us since 2011. Jan Bentley, who has worked at
Cordova Bay since 2007, helps with rough surrounds and a variety
of handyman details. Rick Harcus rounds out this group as our
attention to detail guru. Rick is responsible for tee complex setup in
the mornings and his meticulous nature has him taking care of
many of the little details as he completes his rounds.

Finally there's me, Dean Piller. 27 years ago I moved my then young family to Victoria from Carstairs,
Alberta for the Superintendent's position here at Cordova Bay. A lot has happened since then, Mattick's
Farm has expanded, Mattick's Green and Mattick's Wood were developed, the mini golf has gone
through several changes, and the Ridge Course was built along with the Sayward Hill residential
development.  

As was mentioned previously, we will sadly be losing a few staff
members this season. The list of employees that will be leaving us
includes Nick Parsons, who has taken a leave of absence after three full
seasons on our crew to work at the Banff Springs Resort on their
maintenance team. Brandon Welch, our resident tree expert, will be
leaving us at the end of April after accepting the Head Horticulturist
position at the Uplands Golf Course. Finally, Connor McManaman, who
has worked with us for seven seasons, has accepted a position as a
Kinesiologist. These individuals will always remain part of our Cordova
Bay family and I know they will excel in their new positions.

I've been fortunate to grow in my career with Cordova Bay over the years and have been blessed to
work with so many quality individuals.  This year is no different with an exceptional team of individuals
to experience the summer of 2018 at Cordova Bay together.

Dean PillerDean Piller
Superintendent

BILL MATTICK'S:  Exciting renovations
by Grant Soutar, Restaurant Manager

As I am sure you have noticed, there have been some changes to the colour scheme in the restaurant
over the past few weeks. This is just the beginning of some much needed updates to the space so
many of you consider an extension of your family room, sports den or back yard patio.

 
Along with the paint colour, changes you will see before summer of this year include new blinds
replacing draperies, new and some refurbished tables (lighter in colour) and new chairs and bar stools.
January of 2019 will bring some structural changes to the room, added soundproofing, new televisions,
an expansion of the lounge footprint and bar, and some changes to the décor on our patios.

 
Through the process we will do our best to minimize disruptions in service and make changes that will
only enhance your enjoyment of our facility.

 
We are very excited about the upcoming changes and hope you will be too. Rest assured though, what
will never change is our commitment to providing you with great food, tasty beverages and friendly
service in your comfortable and soon to be refreshed space.
 
See you at the club.

Grant SoutarGrant Soutar
Restaurant Manager

CANADIAN ANTI-SPAM LEGISLATION
As of July 1, 2014 a new legislation was put in place to combat spam marketing and email. 
Cordova Bay fully supports this legislation and wants to make sure all of our emails are sent to those
wishing to receive them. We hope you continue to read our newsletter, but if you wish to unsubscribe
we always provide this option in all of our communications. If you have any questions or concerns
please feel free to contact us at info@cordovabaygolf.com. 
 

Cordova Bay Golf Course
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