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Congratulations to the new slate of directors elected at yesterday’s annual general meeting of the        

Cordova Bay Men’s Golf Club: 
 

• Russ Jones    

• Trainer Bob Martin 

• Al Schofield 

• Keith Scrimger 

• Paul Snider 

• Bruce Tuck 
 

As stipulated by our constitution and bylaws, the club must have no fewer than three and no more than 

nine directors.  Last year’s directors included the positions of President, Captain, Secretary, Treasurer,       

Director of Communications, Chair of the Handicap Committee, Interclub Coordinator, and a Director-at-

Large.  
 

Thanks to all who turned out for the AGM.   The new directors will determine their respective roles at their 

first meeting. 
 

And thanks to last year’s treasurer Dennis Verge for keeping us under budget heading into the new season. 

 

The active season at Cordova Bay has  

ended for the violet-green swallows that 

you may have seen nesting in the boxes 

alongside the 18th fairway pond.  Some of 

the boxes were meant for purple martins, 

others for western bluebirds, but until they 

find their way here, the swallows are        

welcome tenants who pay their way by 

eating bugs that eat golfers. [Photo: David 

Greer] 

The Scottish Foursomes is a popular midwinter event at        

Cordova Bay. [Photo: David Greer] 

HANDICAP COMMITTEE AUDIT 

UNDERWAY 

Rule 6 of the R&A Rules of Golf requires all members 

who participate in club tournaments to maintain an 

up-to-date handicap that accurately reflects their 

golf potential. 

 

One of the ongoing roles of the Handicap        

Committee, which traditionally comprises all of the 

directors on the Men’s Club executive, is to monitor 

and    audit the handicaps of members.   At its     

October meeting, the Handicap Committee voted         

unanimously to suspend two Men’s Club members 

from tournament play while their handicaps are  

under review as part of the annual audit process.  

 

WINTER COURSE CARE: TREAD SOFTLY AND  

CARRY A SAND JUG 

“Winter rules” allow you to lift, clean and place anywhere through the 

green, but they also bring with them an extra responsibility to keep the 

course in good shape during its most fragile time of the year. 
 

Course superintendent Dean Piller asks that you avoid running your pull 

carts over the fringes of the greens during winter moistness.  Says Dean:  

“Winter golfers tend to create wear on collars with their pull carts rather 

than staying 5 to 10 feet off the collars.  This is most obvious on holes 3, 5, 6, 

8, 9, 13, 15 and 17.”  
 

Dean also asks that you always carry a well-stocked sand jug to fill divot 

holes.   In summer you should toss the divot into the rough where the mower 

will chop it up.  You can do the same in winter, but, better still, carry a bag 

for storing divots, and then empty it into the organic waste bins located on 

several holes.  Never put the divot back into the hole from which it came; 

the crows or seagulls will simply come along and tip it out looking for grubs, 

thereby messing up the fairway. 
 

Dean also mentions that every bunker gets a complete rake once a week 

as well as one or two touch-up rakes.  “Golfers raking their footprints out 

properly is a big help,” he adds. 
 

For more information generally on course maintenance, see the FAQs on 

our web page. 
 

http://www.cordovabaygolf.com/sites/default/files/constitution%20and%20bylaws.finalMay2017.pdf
http://www.cordovabaygolf.com/sites/default/files/Men%27s%20Club%20FAQS%20website.pdf
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TROPHIES IN, TROPHIES OUT 

Our trophy wall in the corridor beside the pro shop is undergoing a 

change.  In the aftermath of our summer interclub competition, 

we’re giving up two trophies (Seniors Interclub and Willie Park) but 

gaining another (Harry Young). 
 

Considering we are up against roughly a dozen other teams in 

each of our interclub divisions, a first-place finish in three out of four 

divisions during the past two years is a phenomenal achievement 

unmatched by any other club. 
 

Roughly a quarter of the Men’s Club budget goes to interclub 

competition.  If you want to be part of next year’s trophy              

acquisition, be ready to sign for the interclub qualification rounds in 

the spring.  See the FAQs on our web page for background info 

about interclub play. 

PLAYING IN THE WINTER?  KEEP A WINTER CAP 

Officially, the B.C. Golf active season ends on November 15 and      

recommences March 1 (or possibly later, depending on local         

conditions).  In Victoria, unlike most of the province, a lot of golfers  

carry on through the winter, acknowledging the change in conditions 

only with the addition of an umbrella and winter boots. 

 

If you’re one of those people, there are several reasons to continue 

entering your scores through the winter.  First and foremost, the        

purpose of the handicap system is to reflect your current performance, 

and if you’re playing golf through the winter, your cap simply keeps 

your record up to date. 

 

Secondly and just as importantly, your winter cap is likely to be used if 

you play in any winter tournaments such as the Valentine’s Day     

Massacre or plan to try out for interclub teams in the spring. 

PACE OF PLAY AND COURTESY 

In the previous issue of this newsletter, we included some tips for maintaining a brisk pace of play at all times, with the 

objective of completing a round in under four hours and 20 minutes as a general rule. 
 

On subsequently looking at the Ladies’ Club page, we came across an excellent power point of pace-of-pay tips, 

featuring Ladies’ Club actresses in illuminating roles. It is recommended viewing and accessible to all, as there is no 

lock on the Ladies’ Club door and no sign saying “Laydeez Only!” 
 

Just as important as maintaining a brisk place of play is maintaining your cool on the course when frustrated by slow 

pace of play.  On a recent occasion, foursome B found itself waiting on almost every tee for foursome A ahead to 

move out of range.  Foursome C in turn became increasingly frustrated by foursome B moving slowly (being held up 

by foursome A).  
 

An altercation occurred when foursome C caught up to foursome B on the 17th tee and expressed its frustration.  

When one of foursome B’s players pointed out that their group was being held back by the group in front, a          

foursome C player angrily called him an a**hole and loudly employed other colourful language to express his        

displeasure. 
 

One exceedingly slow group can have a domino effect on the pace of play of several following groups and on their 

levels of frustration as well, which is all the more reason why the Rules of Golf include a section on etiquette and an 

eloquent reminder about the spirit of the game:  
 

Golf is played, for the most part, without the supervision of a referee or umpire.  The game relies on the integrity of the individual to 

show consideration for other individuals and to abide by the Rules.  All players should conduct themselves in a disciplined manner, 

demonstrating courtesy and sportsmanship at all times, irrespective of how competitive they may be.  This is the spirit of the game of 

golf. 
 

The moral of the story being (1) remember that when your group is slow, it can affect many more golfers than the 

foursome immediately behind you, and (2) expressing pent-up frustration in angry words and foul language can not 

only spoil the day for your fellow golfers, it’s also likely to be detrimental to your own game.   An excellent tradition of 

sportsmanship and camaraderie is often cited as one of the most valued features of Cordova Bay Golf Course and 

the Men’s Club. Let’s work together to keep it that way.  

 

Hallowe’en costumes of the buck naked at      

Cordova Bay Golf Course:  Jane Doe or The 

Donald? [Photo: David Greer] 

Playing from the golds on hole #8.  Eating    

out-of-bounds hedge is a 2-stroke        

penalty  under the R&A Rules of Golf. 

http://www.cordovabaygolf.com/sites/default/files/Men%27s%20Club%20FAQS%20website.pdf
http://www.cordovabaygolf.com/sites/default/files/Slow%20Play%20Power%20Point.pdf

